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his father's nakedness and told his two brothers outside. 2 And Shem and Japheth took a
garment, laid it upon both their shoulders, and they walked backwards, and covered their
father’s nakedness; their faces were turned away, and they saw not their father’s nakedness.

24 Noah awoke from his wine and realized what his small son had done to him. 25 And he said,

23. 0% npn — And Shem. . . took. The verb is in the singular
hecause only Shem took the initiative in this meritorious -
deed, then Japheth joined him. Therefore, the descendants
of Shem (i.e., Jews) were rewarded with the mitzvah of

“Cursed is Canaan; a slave of slaves shall he be to his brothers,”

fringed garments [tzitzis]; those of Japheth with burial in
retz Yisrael [Ezekiel 39:11); those of Ham were eventually

% And he said, “Blessed is HASHEM, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be a slave to them.
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The three Aramaic words of this last mishnah sum up a concept that
we have met earlier. Heaven rewards you not only for good deeds but also
for the intentions, the planning, the trouble you must have to accomplish the

deeds of merit. And this means something further: As R. Asi taught, if a—

man but thought to perform a mitzvah and then was prevented perforce,
Scripture accords him merit as if he had done it.32 With or without the deed
itself, what counts is the committed will, the earnest readiness to act.

¢ Another conclusion follows: If two people do the identical good deed
or study the same chapter of Torah, but the first puts more effort into it—
perhaps he travels longer, overcomes more obstacles, works harder to do as
much as the other—his achievement has more religious worth than the other’s.
The Almighty rewards according to the pains taken, the effort expended. As
some old lines go, “Things easily acquired are easily lost; those gained without
effort are worth what they cost.”
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At times when a person works with others for a worthwhile
project. he might feel resentment if he sees that he is putting in
‘more effort than someone else. But whenever the work you are
(doing is worthwhile, the extra effort you put into it elevates you.
('Tms knowledge should give you even greater pleasure when you\}
Jput much time and energy into any spiritual endeavor. It is propef
to try to motivate others to put in their best efforts. But your main
focus should be on how you are _gaining by your good deeds.
This is an especially important lesson for young children. When
a parent tells a child to do something, very frequently the child will
exclaim, “But the other children are not doing it.”” While parents
must make certain not to be showing any favoritism, children need
to gain the awareness that the more they do, the greater they are.
When Shem did more than Yefes, he didn’t complain that he was
being taken advantage of. Honoring parents is a privilege. The
more one is privileged, the more fortunate one is.
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worn on a garment. Yefes showed res;;ect for his father’s body
and his progeny, Gog and Magog, would have their bodies

interred in Eretz Yisroel.

Both sons were recompensated but with such a difference!
'Shem, who acted with alacrity and zeal, received a mitzvah to
be performed in one’s lifetime, equal in reward to all the other
mitzvos put together and for every moment that the tzitzis are
worn. In stark contrast, Yefes was only promised an honourable
Jburial after death. Furthermore, the mitzvah of tzitzis was
granted at Sinai, less than eight hundred years after the episode,
whereas the offspring of Yefes will have to wait until D1 N*InX
to be interred in Eretz Yisroel.

The difference, however, does not even end there. After
that incident, Noach said to his children, O® e 19w, which
Rashi explains as meaning that the first WPl N2 would be
built by Shem’s descendant and the Divine presence would
eside there. On the other hand, nD°% o°pYX NB* — a grandchild
of Yefes, namely Koresh, would help to build the Second

%Temple, but the Shechinah would be absent.

Two people did exactly what the Shulchan Aruch required of
them and honoured their father, but there the similarity ends.
Shem infused his performance with love and fervour, in con-
trast to Yefes. In consequence, his action was in a class of its
own, and his reward surpassed that of his brother’s beyond
compare. That little bit of extra effort and feeling is so worth-
while.
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distraction. The question is self-evident. Why was Yaakov
criticized for this well-intentioned desire? Was it not for spiritual
purposes?

To answer this question we must look at man’s purpose in this
world from a different perspective. This world was not created in

order to afford people the opportunity to serve God in tranquility and
repose. Rather, this world is a place where one is to serve God while
overcoming obstacles and impediments in the face of adversity and
enmity. Thus, N3 8RN TYY3 K 127 0% 15 210, Better one
deed ] accomplished in hardship than a hundred [deeds] done with
.ease (Avos d R" Nosson 3:6).

The Mishnah in Avos underscores this concept. X735 X7y¥ Db, In
proportion to the pain is the reward (Avos 5:26). If the reward
increases in proportion to the hardship, it must be that a human
being’s primary task in this world is to overcome those hardships and

difficulties in his service of his Creator._ i)
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2,1 !M! 0 Ascendh?:g; the Path ’/‘i',;g‘-‘
spiritual plane, in Gan Eden each tzaddik will c%well in
‘his own huppah. What exactly this huppah will Iocfk
like is directly contingent on the individual's level in
the service of Hashem. No two_structures will be
identical, because no two people’s accomplishments
;;e?aghﬁcal- everyone shapes his own eternal reward.
The problem is that everyone will see not only his own

winnings, but those of the people around him as well_. 3.

This is where things get uncomfortable.

For example, let us say Reuven and Shimon both

did someone an identical favor. There was only one
ﬂ' minor difference, Reuven did it with a sigh, perhaps
rather annoyed at the time and trouble it involved,
while Shimon did it with a smile, bringing '!oy‘ to the
recipient. If Reuven noticed the contrast at'all, he
probably considered it trivial. But this world's ge;ty.
cash is Gan Eden’s millions. The choicest of this
world’s prime real estate cannot begin to approach

" the most modest stake in the World to Come — and

in this high return market, Shimon's exira smile
NV  earned him a palace for all eternity! Of course Reuven
could have smiled too, and received a similar reward.

p B, ‘Watchfulness . Chapter Four

E

reshit, “for reshit.” The purpose of creation is Torah,
which is called reshit, and the Jewish people, who are
also called reshit. Everything was geared towards
bringing the Jews to Eretz Yisrael, where they would
build the Bet HaMikdash and keep the Torah. After
the Exodus from Egypt, there was an opportunity to
bring this goal to fruition quickly and directly, by
having the Jewish people take the short route to Fretz
Yisrael through the land of the Philistines. Yet the
Torah tells us, “And it was when Pharaoh sent out the
nation, and God did not lead them by way of the land
of the Philistines, because it was close (Shmot
13:17).

What? The whole of creation is waiting for

fulfillment, and Hashem does not wish to use tha
shortcut, precisely because it is a shortcut?

The Midrash explains that the words “because it
was close” do not refer to topography. They refer to
the spiritual status of the Canaanite nation, who stood
to be displaced by the arrival of the Jews in their
territory. The Canaanites were not an especially noble
nation. In fact, it would be more accurate to say that
they were immoral savages with the basest of ethical
codes. However, this nation did have some merit to

its credit, and that merit was still “close.” In the Divine
scheme, it was still fresh and new, and it earned these

Npeople, depraved as they were, another forty years in
their_original homeland. What was this great merit

which had not yet gone stale?
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At the funeral procession of our Forefather
Yaakov, “the inhabitants of the land of Canaan saw
the mourning in the threshing floor of Atad and they
said, this is a profound mourning for Egypt” (Bereshit
50:11). Our Sages say that they paid their respects at
the funeral. Some took the packs off their backs and
stood. Others loosened their belts, apparently a sign
of mourning in those days, while others raised their
fingers and pointed at the procession, commenting
on the loss to Egypt. Hundreds of years later, these
few_moments, and those few gestures, gained an
entire nation an extension on a richly deserved decree
of expulsion. For this show of respect, not yet
outdated in God’s Eyes, the Jewish people were sent
to wander about in the desert for an additional forty
years, Hashem’s Own blueprint was put on hold for
the sake of a minor gesture.
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Sheim’s outstanding quality was intellect. His name literally
means “name.” In order to ascribe a name to an object, one must first
understand its essential purpose. For example, a table and a chair are
both flat and have four legs. Why,.then, do we call one a table and the
other a chair? Because we perceive through our intellectual faculties
that each has a different function. A name represents the essential na-
ture of an object. Only the intellect can see beyond the external appear-
anqe and visible properties of something and glimpse the essence of its
being. Sheim, like his modern-age descendants, the Jewish people
(Semites), represents the intellectual approach to the world.

Yefes excelled in the trait of perceiving beauty of form. He valued
symmetry, balance, and elegance in all their manifestations. In this re-

spect the Greek Empire was a legacy of Yefes. The ancient Greek philbé-
ophers claimed to search after mt_ry_‘t!z“,_ but in fact what they pursued was
intellectual beauty. Yefes values only that truth which is aesthetic and in-
herently symmetrical. He is not interested in the gly truth.

The distinction between Sheim and Yefes is reflected in their deci-
sion-making processes: Sheim asks s himself, “What is the right thing to

I

.doin this situation?” while Yefes wonders, “What is the nice thing to do
in this situation?”

;_thaﬁ fépresents raw emotions, as his name implies — the literal
reaning of cham is “hot.” He reacts to the world emotionally. There is
nothing inherently wrong with this trait. It would be a cold world indeed
if Sheim and Yefes were in complete control. Humanity needs Cham’s
warmth. However, when emotion separates itself from intellect and aes-
thetic balance, it is liable to go on a wild rampage and destroy the world
V\;gh its raw energy. The qualities of Cham cannot be allowed to run amok.

~ wFo

% s S
subjugated to his two brothers; Yefes must continue to seek spiritual
symmetry under the guidance of Sheim; and Sheim must lead the entire

world to its final tikun.

y i
G 44 @ InrNrTY OF TORAH R %\pur\

Lhere is an enormous disparity in the way Noach's two sons, Shen
and Yefes, were rewarded for covering their father in this episode. A
Rashi relates, Shem's reward was that his descendants received the
tnitzvah of tzitzis — a precept that would be obsetved by every male
Jew in every generation, on every day of his life. For Yefes, though,
the reward was confined to his descendants receiving a proper burial
when they went out to war, rather than their dead bodies being left
strewn across a battlefield. -

Rashi explains that Shem's merit was greater because he made
more effort than Yefes did to perform this mitzvah, Nevertheless, it is
difficult to believe that a modicum of extra effort — a mere technical
difference between the actions of the two — led to such a colossal
difference between the two brothers' réwards, But how else can it be

ccounted for?

31

Tuz Pripe oF THE GREEKS

} In general, the degree of effort a person invests is a measure
of how committed he is to his goal. A person who has a powerful
desire'to become rich, to graduate first in his class, or to accomplish .
anything else will demonstrate a greater effort than one whose desire
is weaker. Thus, Shem's greater effort bespoke a greater commitment,
We may then infer that Shem and Yefes were driven by two entirely

different ideals, »

r the world to achieve perfecgc;r{, Cham must be controlled and -
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To fully understand the situation, an examination of the moment
described in the pesukim is necessary. Noach's son Cham had just
emasculated his father'® and joyfully reported his actions to his
brothers. As Rashi explains,’ Cham was driven by the desire to
eliminate competition for their inheritance: Aslong as there were
three brothers, the world would be divided only amone them, but if
Noach were to have additional children, they would have to share it
with more heirs. In Cham's view, he had done the family a service by
mutilating his father. What motivated Shem and Yefes to cover their
father at that point?

X Yefes was the ancestor of the Greek nation,!s the people known for
prizing the beauty of the unclad human body. It was a norm in ancient
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Greece for athletes to engage in athletic activities while exposed.!®
The Greeks believed the human body is an object of great beauty, and
therefore promoted exposing it. This is evident from the tendency
for paintings, sculptures and other forms of art to depict the body
/ in an unclothed state. For Yefes, then, there was certainly nothing
( objectionable about his father’s body being exposed. The reason heig
7_covered his father was solely that Noach's body had been disfigured
Cham had mutilated his father, and a blemished body is a shameful
thing to Greek sensitivities. If not for that disfigurement, Yefes would
¢ have seen nothing wrong with leaving his father uncovered. As a
matter of fact, since Yefes was somewhat torn between the fact that
he felt that,the human body really should be unclad and the value of
covering up a mutilated body, he was somewhat hesitant to cover up
his father and not nearly as motivated to cover him as Shem.
"o
In THE D1vINE IMAGE .

In Parshas Bereishis," the Torah relates that Adam and Chavah
were not initially ashamcd to be unclothed. Rashi'® explains that
until they ate from the Eitz HaDaas, they were not cognizant of
any problem with being unclad. They were comfortable with their

nudity because they lacked a certain knowledge of why it was wrong,
After they ate from the Eitz HaDaas and became aware that it was
impropet to be unclothed, they made themselves waistcloths to cover
their private areas.’ Afterwards Hashem honored Adam and Chavah
by making them proper clothing

.KI' he clothing that we wear serves a é.ual purpose: It covers our
bodies, but it also gives us dignity.”* When a king or a prince dresses
in royal garb, or even when a soldier wears a uniform, the purpose is
more than merely preventing the wearer’s flesh from being exposed.
Garments such as these are also able to enhance his honor and
dignity. Since the human body is made in Hashem's image,? it has

(; 2 special status and it is proper to honor things that are special by
treating them with added respect and dignity. This is a recognition /
that should be reflected in the way we dress.

HA

SHEM’s INITIATIVE

‘Thus, while Yefes, the forerunner of the Greek nation, had no
objection to allowing a human being to be unclad, Shem understood

the profound significance of dressing the body. The human body is a
royal entity, fashioned in the image of its Creator. Shem recognized
that it must be dressed in order to enhance its dignity. Rather than
merely hiding his father’s nakedness, Shem was driven by the desire
to elevate Nooach by dressing him.

This thesis is supported by a subtle nuance in the pasuk. As Rashi
points out, the word vayikach appears in the singular form to indicate
that covering Noach was Shem's initiative, But the nature of that
initiative becomes clearer when we consider the word the Torah uses
in this pasuk for “garment.” The Torah relates that Shem and Yefes
took a“nynw,” which refers to a beautiful garment. It is the use of %
the word simlah that specifies that the initiative was Shem’s, rather
than Yefes! As far as Yefes was concerned, any item would suffice to
cover his father, even something as simple as a sheet, since his entire
objective was to hide Noach’s mutilation. However, Shem wanted

; ;Eh more than that: He wanted to use a simlah, something regal and

>

legant, to add to Noach's dignity, He was not merely attempting to
spare his father from shame; he was also endeavoring to do something
positive, to use the garment to add to his fathet’s honor. As Rashi
points out in his commentary, Shem expended more effort than Yefes

2 in this mitzvab; this was the product of his commitment to adding to
his father’s dignity.

Lb\ - n fact the word gymnasium
is derived from the Greek word
“gymnos” which means naked
(hetps:/ /www.merriam-webstet.
com/dictionary/gymnasium).

,—H 7 ot e

Tzirzis As A MARK oF DisTIiNCTION

With this in mind, we can understand the vast disparity in the
brothers’ rewards. Shem and Yefes were each rewarded for exactly
what they sought to achieve. For Shem, the putpose of dressing his |

,:Z father was to enhance his dignity; consequently, his descendants were

7 rewarded with the mitzvah of tzitzis, Weariggtzitzis brings greater §

\honor and dignity to a Jew because it marks him as a member of an
zlite group, identifying him as part of the Jewish nation — 2 member
of God’s team.?* Like a graduate of 2 prestigious university who
proudly wears his tassel to identify with his class, we wear these ritual
fringes to identify with our exclusive heritage. The word tzitzis means
tassels, which are never a functioning part of clothing, they are a

deliberate decoration. As such, tzitzis is a garment that epitomizes the
V.

alue of clothing that Shem understood — as a means of promoting
and enhancing human dignity.

B s MR L ,

Meanwhile, the reward for Yefes was that his descendants would
be buried in the aftermath of a devastating battle. In the course of
that battle, many soldiers would lose their lives in gruesome ways,
with their heads or limbs severed by the enemies’ swords. From Yefes

ép‘etspective, while it may not be shameful for a body to be exposed-

while it is intact, it is certainly degrading for a mutilated body to be Y
on display. Therefore, just as Yefes sought to protect his father from '
that embarrassment, his own descendants would later be spared from
the shame of others seeing their disfigured bodies after their deaths.
This reward was perfectly in consonance with Yefes's actions in this

parshah. :

M’I_'he message of Shem and the legacy of the Jewish people is
the understanding that man is made in the image of God. This is a
tecognition that spurs a person to grow, to improve himself and to
strive throughout his life to be better. A thinking Jew will understand
that every step he takes in life must be predicated on that recognition.
This knowledge and understanding set us apart from contemporary
society that has lost its moral compass.
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